




























8 O'Clk having travelled about 10 Miles, remained until 3 O'Clk and
proceeded about 3 ~ Miles & encamped for the night. Our journey
since we left the Humbolt, had been over what is usually termed the
I Desert" & such it proved to be indeed (we lost 2 head of Cattle by
eXhaustion & several others are in a critical condition, so as to
render it doubtful whether they can be driven much farther). In
this vicinity, there are numerous hot & Luke-warm springs of water,
some of them of great depth, they smell strongly of Sulphur. The
soil near the springs, seem to be improved so as to afford some
grass, doubtly owing to the moisture provided by the springs as
well as by the warmth of the water.
Thursday September 29th - We remained in camp until 2 O'Clk and
proceeded until dusk (being separated for the train) and finding a
patch of dry grass, we halted for supper. Her we abandoned one of
our waggons to favor our teams. (Several of our oxen gave out,
three of which were left behind, being unable to travel farther.
Our losses have been sever, but we have cause for great
thankfulness of the Giver of all our mercies, that our lives have
thus far been spared. We hope now, to be our of our difficulties
so far as regards the Desert, so much to be dreaded. Our travel to
day is 10 or 12 Miles.
Friday Sept 30th We travelled about 4 Miles & finding good
grass & water in abundance, we encamped to remain until tomorrow,
to recruit our wearied animals. Our time is busily employed re­
arranging our waggons - the women baking, washing &c. Several
families now subsist on fresh meat & coffee.
Saturday Oct. 1st - We started this morning at 7 O'Clk and soon
got into heavy sandy roads, very fatiguing to the Cattle, we had no
grass or water until evening; several of our weak cattle gave out,
two of them we left on the road, expecting to get them in, in the
morning. Our drive to day was 12 or 14 Miles - a day of toil to
man & beast.
Sunday Oct. 2nd - Necessity compels us to travel again to day, we
got off at 7 O'Clk and travelled 9 Miles to the 12 Mile Kanyon into
which we proceeded 2 Miles & encamped for the night making our days
Journey 11 Miles. Two of our weak Cattle could not be got in to
night two others gave out, but were finally brought into camp.
Monday Oct. 3rd - Started this morning at the usual hour and
continued our journey thro' the Kanyon in which we had encamped
last night. The road was generally excellent and our cattle
travelled without being much distressed. We travelled until dusk
and encamped two miles west of the 12 mile Kanyon making the whole
distance travelled 12 to 14 miles. Two of our weak cattle for
which we had sent back could not be found and are consequently a
total loss to us. It became necessary for me to drive our loose
Cattle to day - a day of toil to me, so much so, that I was com­
pletely exhausted on arriving an camp after dark.
Tuesday Oct. 4th - We did not start to day until 2 O'Clk so as to
regulate our drive for a 15 mile dry drive day after to morrow we
have pretty good grass & water. Continued our journey 4 miles and
encamped for the night at the end of Little Rock Kanyon, where we
found good grass & water.
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Wednesday Oct. 5th - Left this morning at 7 O'Clk and drive six
miles to noon & graze our cattle. Two of OWen & smith" s train have
gone on to the settlement to procure provisions, their company now
& for some time back, sUbsisting on fresh beef and coffee; several
families are compelled to confine themselves to a similar diet.
Three of our young men (John H. Hoffman, Day & Tabor) contemplate
leaving us to go one afoot. At 2 O'Clk we continued our journey on
a part of the dry drive of 15 miles and proceeded 6 miles and then
encamped for the night. One of our small oxen gave out about a
mile from camp and had to leave him to rest. Drive to day 11
Miles.
Thursday Oct. 6th - We started this morning at 8 0' Clk and
proceeded about 7 Miles to Mud Lake, watered our cattle and
travelled 3 miles further to encamp for the night, making our drive
to day 10 Miles. One of our best lead oxen was discovered to be
sick this morning and was left a dying. Another small ox which had
given out yesterday had to be left back 4 miles; we have no hope of
getting him thro'. The country beings to present a better
appearance - some timber on the Mountains & less desert country.
The wife of Rev. T.F. Royal, Missionary to Oregon was brought to
Child bed some ten miles back & a Messenger sent for Doct. OWens to
attend upon her. We now have more encouragement to get our Cattle
thro' & altho' our losses have been great, if we are once safely
in, we shall be thankful indeed.
Friday Oct. 7th - Put out this morning about 7 O'Clk and tra­
velled without intermission to the Hot springs, a distance of 17
Miles. Our cattle stood the drive very well - one of our weak &
sickly oxen gave out a few miles back, efforts will be made to get
him into camp this evening. Our encampment is not very desirable,
but is unavoidable. We are now within 13 miles of the Sierra
Nevada Mountain, where we cross it to morrow or next day.
Saturday Oct. 8th - Started at the usual hour this morning & drove
about 2 Miles & let our Cattle graze, as we did not let them go out
to graze before starting, owing to the swampy condition of the en­
campment then proceeded 7 miles farther on the Margins of a Lake
where we found excellent bunch grass - nooned & grazed our cattle.
Last night we had two weakly cows to mire down in a swamp, and had
to draw them out by ropes on of them could not travel so that we
were compelled to leave her - the Ox that gave out yesterday was
brought into Camp last night and travelled about 8 miles when he
again gave out & was left within a short distance of the Lake.
Indian fires were very numerous all around us on the Mountains last
night, supposed to be signals; We are now in that part of the
Country usually considered dangerous on account of the hostilely of
those Indians. We exercise unusual care & prudence to avoid
difficulties with them, at 3 O'Clk we continued our journey and
travelled until sunset and encamped at the base of the Sierra
Nevada for the night. Our system of guarding the stock of the
whole train has been re-modeled so as to secure it more effec­
tually from the depredations of the Indians. Our travel to day was
about 13 Miles.
Sunday Oct. 9th - The necessity which compelled to travel for the
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last few Sabbaths still exists and consequently we commenced our
journey at the usual hour and in 6 Miles reached the base of the
Mountain. Our encampment last night was one of the best we have
had on our journey - abundance of the finest kind of grass - the
scenery also in truly magnificent, the Mountains on one side and a
beautiful Lake on the other with a pretty valley intervening. Hav­
ing travelled until Noon, we encamped to spend the remainder of the
Sabbath & be prepared to cross the Sierra Nevada to morrow.
Monday Oct. 10th - Started early this morning and commenced
ascending the Sierra Nevada Mountain. We were compelled to double
our teams the principle part of the way, the ascent being steep and
toilsome to our teams. The Morning threatened rain & on our
arrival at the summit, we found the air decidedly cold - the
prospect from the summit is very beautiful. A Lake being on either
side of the Mountain with intervening groves of Pine timber. We
found wild Plums growing on very low bushes - they were not very
good; most of them unripe. After descending the Mountain we
continued our journey about 2 Miles and encamped for the night in
a beautiful Valley, the mountain on one side being covered with
groves of Pine trees, presenting enchanting scenery. Distance
travelled being according to the "Guide" 10 Miles, tho' not so in
reality.
Tuesday Oct. 11th - Started this morning at 7 ~ O'Clk and tra­
velled about 5 or 6 Miles to a steep ascent, requiring double teams
- the principle part of the Train kept on & we remained on the
summit to noon, having excellent grass - continued our journey
until 5 O'Clk and encamped for the night, having travelled 12 to 14
Miles.
Wednesday Oct. 12th - Started late this morning in a snow storm,
near the Mountain, and proceeded towards Goose Lake, in crossing a
creek one of the waggons belonging to another company was broken,
by which we were detained 2 hours at noon. The principle part of
the Train went forward and we came up with them encamped near the
Lake, the journey of the day being about 12 Miles. The forepart of
the day was exceedingly unpleasant, some of our hands being nearly
barefooted with scanty supply of clothing.
Thursday Oct. 13th - Last night we had a severe frost and dis­
covered at Day light that the Indians had made a descent upon our
camp and stole from us two of our horses and five belonging to Rev.
Mr. Taylor, no traces of their track could be seen and it was
deemed fruitless to pursue them. This is a severe loss. Our
travel to day was very unpleasant, being over a Rocky road travel
about 12 Miles. Toward evening we met a company of rangers, 13 in
number who have come out for the relief of emigrants - they pro­
ceeded on towards Goose Lake. Another Company with provisions is
expected in a day or two, who will perhaps return with us. The
former company had a battle this morning & Killed one Indian. We
are considered to be in danger of an attack & have prepared
accordingly. Our guards are doubled to night.
Friday Oct. 14th - We got safely thro' the perils of the night and
started about the usual hour on our journey - in about 3 miles we
struck a Kanyon full of pools of water, some of these so close to-
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gether as to leave barely room enough for a waggon to pass. One of
our waggons was nearly capsised in one of them, the Cattle being
nearly drowned before they could be resqued. The relief party
proceeded on to Goose Lake and found our friends Royals & Larkin
safely on their way. A portion of the Rangers remained with them
and the others overtook us in the Kanyon and will accompany us
thro'. We expect to lie by until the Co. back get up with us.
About 3 O'Clk we encamped in an eligible situation for the night,
having travelled about 10 Miles. We feel grateful to an over
rUling providence which has interfered for our relief & Safety, and
hope soon to be on our way towards our destined homes. Since
writing the foregoing another Party of Rangers numbering about 20
have come in with provisions for the use of the emigrants. These
Oregon people have noble & generous hearts & well do they merit our
unbounded gratitude.
Saturday Oct. 15th - Started this morning at the usual hour. Rev,
Messas Royal & Mr. Larkin came in about 9 0' Clk last night under an
escort of Rangers and accompanied us to day - We traveled until
noon & rested a short time to lunch; then proceeded to the Williams
Springs and encamped for the night. We left another Cow behind us,
being unable to travel, making our loss of Cattle 10 head of our
own and 2 head belonging to two of our drivers. Also two horses
costing altogether $900. Our travel to day is about 12 Miles.
Sunday Oct. 16th - The destitute condition of many indeed most of
the Drivers of the different Companies of the Train, with regard to
clothing, especially Boots & Shoes, rendered it necessary to travel
to day. The Messrs Royal and Mr. Larkin who had caught up with us,
again laid by, in consequence of the wife of the Missionary Royal
being unable to travel. Another family of our train remained with
them, also 4 Rangers. We started about 7 O'Clk & travelled over a
very rough stony road with occasional sloughs, all day, making but
about 12 Miles. The body of a Man, dead about 3 weeks, had been
disintered by the Indians for his clothing and left exposed near
the grave; A large portion of the Train having passed, those behind
could not delay to bury the body. There is a state of open warfare
between the Whites & Indians along this region and the emigrants
are considered in constant danger unless in large force or
protected by Rangers. Each Kills the other, giving no quarter.
The Indians in Rogue River Valley have been subdued.
Monday Oct. 17th - Our travel to day has been exceedingly un­
pleasant, in consequence of the numerous deep sloughs we had to
cross over. Several of our cattle & horses mired down and our ox
had to be drawn out twice. Our journey amounted to about ten or 12
miles and we encamped for the night near "Clear lake", a pretty
sheet of water. The water in all the Lakes of this region, so far
as I have had opportunity to examine, is brackish & muddy. There
abound in myriads of Geese & white Brandt. Their noise at night is
like the roaring of the Ocean at a distance. Our anxiety increases
as the place of destination is approached.
Tuesday Oct. 18 - Started this morning at the usual time and
travelled about 10 miles & stopped to noon & graze our cattle - a
portion of the road was rocky. About 2 0' Clk continued our journey
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to Lost River, where we arrived and hour after dark. Our cattle
were too tired to drive out to graze & remained in correll until
morning. Our drive to day was 20 Miles.
Wednesday Oct. 19th - We traveled five miles up the Lost River,
(which appears, to empty it's waters in Tule Lake) to the Natural
Bridge - this is a ford from 20 to 30 feet wide, good bottom, on
either side, the water is said to be 20 feet deep, on the Bridge it
is about 2 ~ feet. After passing over safely we drove a mile or
two and stopped to noon & graze our Cattle. We remained an hour
and continued our journey 8 miles to the vicinity of Klamath Lake,
making the journey 14 Miles the roads to day were level & good.
For several days we have had a scarcity of Wood, being compelled to
use sage & greasewood. Several attempts have been made to Kill
wild geese by some of our hands, but without success, thus far.
The country still abounds with most excellent grass, from hence to
the settlement, some 70 miles, we are considered out of great
danger from the indians.
(Note: At this point the second journal ends. What happened to the
third journal is unknown. From this point the journal will be
taken from Hoffman's 1865 journal)
Thursday October 20th 1853 - We started this morning in good
season and travelled towards Klamath Lake, where we arrived at 9
O'Clock; part of the Train had preceded us, to enable Dr. OWen's
company to kill a Beef at the Lake, as their subsistence is wholly
upon that diet; other families are in the same circumstances; we
still have some flour and groceries, sufficient as we hope, to
carry us through; we hope to reach the settlements in about six
days time. After spending some two hours time in grazing our
stock, we continued our journey eight Miles farther, or two miles
beyond the forks of the road, the one leading to Shasta valley, and
the other to Rogue River Valley, and encamped for the night in the
vicinity of the Mountain, having good grass, but no water. Our
travel to day was in the vicinity of Klamath Lake, though seldom on
its border. This region has heretofore been the scene of Indian
Hostilities, but the excursions of the Rangers have kept them at a
distance this Season. After leaving the Lake Country, we are
considered to be out of danger from Indians. Our desire to reach
the settlements is intense and with the blessing of Providence, a
few more days will bring us there.
Friday October 21st 1853 - We left our encampment this morning at
the usual hour of starting and proceeded toward the head of Klamath
Lake to noon and graze our Cattle; Our route layoff from the Lake
until we approached it at noon; in a short time we shall leave it
entirely and proceed towards Klamath River distant 20 Miles: three
of the Rangers came up this Morning from Royal's Train, which we
expect to be up with us at the River or perhaps sooner. We
preceded some distance beyond the head of the lake, after watering
our stock and taking in Spring water; the water of the Lake is not
good. Our travel to day is 14 or 16 Miles.
Saturday October 22d 1853 - To day we travelled about 12 Miles to
Klamath River, being the out-let of the Lake, the waters of which
flow to the Pacific Ocean. We found the water in the River better
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than that in the Lake. Salmon are said to abound in the River. We
encamped on its bank for the night. One of our best Oxen mired
near the River and dislocated his hip-joint, rendering it necessary
to butcher him. Our friends Royals and Lakin came up with us late
at night; an Ox of the former got drowned in the River. Two men of
the Train belonging to Doct. OWens, who had gone to the Valley for
supplies, returned to day and brought favorable accounts from Rogue
River Valley, except in the price of provisions. Flour 18 to 20
per lb, potatoes 10 cents pr lb &c. Clothing Comparatively low,
Boots $5 to $8 and Shoes $3, &c.
Sunday October 23rd - We remained in camp to day, Dr. OWens and
partners are hauling their sheep across the River in Wagons, which
will occupy a good portion of the day. At one o'clock P.M. Rev. T.
F. Royal preached on the sUbject of faith, from the words KBy grace
ye are saved, through faith &c". The audience was small in
consequence of Most of the Men of the train being engaged in
crossing the Sheep over the River, 1700 in number, some in Wagons
and some by swimming.
Monday October 24th - We crossed the Klamath River this morning
with our wagons and got over without difficulty, except that one of
our loose Oxen got mired at the margin of the River and detained us
some time before we could get him out. We preceded to the Mountain
near by and had a succession of steep ascents, requiring double
teams to accomplish the ascent. After driving some ten miles, near
dusk, one of our wagons broke down, the fore wheel on the near side
being smashed; we were compelled to encamp in the Mountains among
the Pines, rather an unpleasant situation, a snow storm having set
in during the night. We were unmolested by the Indians and feel
thankful to God for his protecting care over us. Our Wagon is a
total lost to us.
Tuesday October 25th 1853 - We did not get our wagons repacked
until noon, having to put the loading in the broken wagon in the
other; we then proceeded on our journey 8 Miles and encamped for
the night. The Company with which we have been travelling (except
a part of Mr. Burts family) are some 13 miles ahead of us and it is
doubtful whether we shall see all of them again until we arrive in
the valley. At our present encampment we have good water and fir
grazing; One yoke of hired oxen escaped from us while unhitching,
last night and one of our Cows also strayed off. We are in hopes
that the yoke of Cattle may have followed after the train ahead of
us.
Wednesday October 26th - We did not get under way until 8 O'Clock;
soon after starting, it commenced snowing and raining and continued
raining until we arrived in Campi the roads were slippery in
consequence of the rain and travelling disagreeable. Two of our
work cattle gave out and one of them had to be left a mile and a
half from camp but was brought in alright. We found here, a
written Message from our friends ahead of us, who were compelled to
proceed some ten or twelve Milesi We had a most uncomfortable day's
travel; distance some 12 or 13 Miles over the Mountains with one
very steep descent to a creek, which we crossed safely.
Thursday october 27th - It did not rain during the Night, but was
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never the less very uncomfortable on account of the ground being
very wet; Our cattle were tied up and the regular guard set; No­
thing disturbed us during the night, except the falling of a tree
which had been set on fire; it fell in the direction of our camp
but did no harm. If favored by Divine Providence we hope the head
of Rogue River Valley to night, thence to the first settlement six
Miles. We started this morning at half past 7 and had proceeded
but a short distance before we unhitched our cattle to graze on
some excellent green grass by the side of the road; Our Cattle had
fared poorly at our last encampment and we were loath to pass so
good an opportunity to feed them. There was dense fog this
morning, but it was speedily dispelled by the bursting out of
bright sunshine' the air is however hazy and there is a prospect of
the winter rains setting in before long, we continued our journey
until evening and encamped on the finest green grass we have had
for a long time, on which our Cattle fed voraciously and to their
full satisfaction. We had two exceedingly steep and slippery hills
to descend, but got down safely. Several of work Oxen failed and
had to be turned out; we got them into Camp and hope to get them
through to the Valley. Our days travel was about ten Miles.
Friday October 28th 1853 - We let our stock run at large last
night and found them safely this morning, being well filled from
their choice repast of the night. All hands being exceedingly
tired our need a full nights rest and it was greatly enjoyed. As
we all slept late, we did not get off until 9 O'Clock and pro­
ceeded towards the Valley, the commencement of which is four Miles
distant, thence to Jacksonville 26 Miles, the vicinity of which we
expect to reach on Saturday evening or Sunday Morning. A number of
the relief train over took us on their returned to the Valley and
furnished provisions to some of our Company. Our oldest daughter
got separated from us several days ago and is with her young
friends in the train from which we ourselves became separated by
the delay occasioned by the breaking down of our Wagon on the
Mountain. We .hope to meet again this evening or to morrow. We
proceeded on our journey until half past One O'Clock and stopped to
lunch and graze our Cattle, the grass being abundant every where
and quite green; here we were in the commencement of the Rogue
River Valley, the object of many desires and anxieties. At 3
O'Clock we continued our journey towards the settlements and drove
until dusk and came up with the encampment of Doct. OWens &
Company, where we also encamped for the night.
Saturday October 29th 1853 - Our Cattle had wandered so much as to
detain us until noon before we got off; we travel a short distance
and stopped to lunch; just before starting, two men of the pack
train brought in the yoke of Oxen which had escaped from us on the
night our Wagon broke down; also the Cow which had strayed the same
Night. The Valley where we entered it is a little over a Mile
wide; We passed several farms, at one of which we procured some
vegetables; Potatoes & onions 10 Cabbages 12 ~ to 25 per head &c.
As we descend the valley the Country improves in appearance.
Sunday October 30th - We encamped last night in the Vicinity of a
Saw Millon Mill Creek (Ashland) where there are many advantages
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for a settlement; the land is of good quality and nearly all
claimed under the donation law of Congress; Our intention was to
have remained in Camp to spend the Sabbath, but learning that there
would be preaching 4 Miles on our way, we proceeded on down the
Valley until we reached the encampment of our friends Gray & Royal
and learned that we were to late for preaching. We procured a sack
of flour of the relief train. We have been feasting ourselves on
Vegetables after being deprived of them for so long a time.
Monday October 31st - We continued our journey towards Jacksonville
this morning, designing to find a suitable place to graze our
cattle until we can find a shelter for our families; At noon we
stopped at Mr. Van Dyke's to graze our cattle and lunch; we then
proceeded 4 Miles across the prairie to Mr. Tucker's where we
encamped to look about for a location.
Tuesday November 1st 1853 - We remained in camp to day and
examined several claims offered for sale; we have not yet decided
on one; we shall probably have to build Cabins for our families.
Tomorrow I expect to go to Jacksonville to see if there is any
prospect of getting into business of any Kind that would suit me.
The prospect for the winter is rather gloomy; the nights are very
frosty and cold, the days however are pleasant.
Saturday November 5th - We have been to Jacksonville twice and
also examined a number of claims, from which however, we have made
no selection, as yet. We expect to look at some More Claims to
day, hoping soon to be "at homeR. At present we are occupying an
old Cabin belonging to Mr. Tucker, who has shown us much Kindness
in supplying us with vegetables from his garden &c.
Monday November 7th - Yesterday Afternoon I attended pUblic
Worship at the House of Mr. Hoxie on Stewarts (Bear) Creek and
heard a sermon by Mr. James Royal on Romans 6 & 23. "For the wages
of Sin is death &cR. There were about 40 persons present, who gave
exemplary attention to the truths of the Gospel. We expect to go
to see a Mill site to day in the Mountains, 2 ~ Miles from Mr.
Tucker's with a view of erecting a saw mill upon it, if there shall
be sufficient water. Mr. Larkin who is a practical Mill-wright
would be connected in the enterprise. I feel disheartened at the
gloomy prospect for the sustenance of my family this winter and as
I write, my mind recurs to the admonition "Have faith in God". I
trust all will yet be well, not with standing the forbidding aspect
of my position.
Note: The rainy season set in, in 1853 on the 9th of November. Dr.
McK. And myself contracted with Mr. Tucker and his partners for
three quarter section of land for the sum of Four thousand and five
hundred dollars; on which we paid down twelve hundred dollars and
the balance in payments with interest at 35 per Month; we also
contracted with them to plow and sow forty acres of wheat, for
which we were to pay ten dollars for wheat & ten dollars pr acre
for plowing. The season was so wet that less than half the number
of acres were sown and the yield next harvest after, scarcely
enough to pay expenses; after trying Farming a couple of years with
like results, and being unable to payoff our indebtedness on the
land, we gave it up to the former owners, losing all that we had
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paid as a forfeiter, besides improvements we had made amounting to
two thousand dollars including the amount first paid. I continued
to reside on the claim until I could secure the title under the
donation law and covey the land back to Mr. Tucker.

After struggling with difficulties until the summer of 1855,
I was elected County Auditor & Recorder and likewise Justice of the
Peace and have held various offices ever since and from that time
forward have been greatly prospered in my temporal matters.

After a lapse of.over ~leven years (when the note is written)
I have no regrets in having cast my lot in this Valley, but on the
contrary have much cause for thankfulness to a Kind and beneficient
Father who has graciously sustained me under my severest trails and
who has truly ·crowned my life with loving kindness and tender
Mercies" .

Jacksonville March 24th 1865 Wm Hoffman


