








































never the less very uncomfortable on account of the ground being
very wet; Our cattle were tied up and the regular guard set; No­
thing disturbed us during the night, except the falling of a tree
which had been set on fire; it fell in the direction of our camp
but did no harm. If favored by Divine Providence we hope the head
of Rogue River Valley to night, thence to the first settlement six
Miles. We started this morning at half past 7 and had proceeded
but a short distance before we unhitched our cattle to graze on
some excellent green grass by the side of the road; Our Cattle had
fared poorly at our last encampment and we were loath to pass so
good an opportunity to feed them. There was dense fog this
morning, but it was speedily dispelled by the bursting out of
bright sunshine' the air is however hazy and there is a prospect of
the winter rains setting in before long, we continued our journey
until evening and encamped on the finest green grass we have had
for a long time, on which our Cattle fed voraciously and to their
full satisfaction. We had two exceedingly steep and slippery hills
to descend, but got down safely. Several of work Oxen failed and
had to be turned out; we got them into Camp and hope to get them
through to the Valley. Our days travel was about ten Miles.
Friday October 28th 1853 - We let our stock run at large last
night and found them safely this morning, being well filled from
their choice repast of the night. All hands being exceedingly
tired our need a full nights rest and it was greatly enjoyed. As
we all slept late, we did not get off until 9 O'Clock and pro­
ceeded towards the Valley, the commencement of which is four Miles
distant, thence to Jacksonville 26 Miles, the vicinity of which we
expect to reach on Saturday evening or Sunday Morning. A number of
the relief train over took us on their returned to the Valley and
furnished provisions to some of our Company. Our oldest daughter
got separated from us several days ago and is with her young
friends in the train from which we ourselves became separated by
the delay occasioned by the breaking down of our Wagon on the
Mountain. We .hope to meet again this evening or to morrow. We
proceeded on our journey until half past One O'Clock and stopped to
lunch and graze our Cattle, the grass being abundant every where
and quite green; here we were in the commencement of the Rogue
River Valley, the object of many desires and anxieties. At 3
O'Clock we continued our journey towards the settlements and drove
until dusk and came up with the encampment of Doct. OWens &
Company, where we also encamped for the night.
Saturday October 29th 1853 - Our Cattle had wandered so much as to
detain us until noon before we got off; we travel a short distance
and stopped to lunch; just before starting, two men of the pack
train brought in the yoke of Oxen which had escaped from us on the
night our Wagon broke down; also the Cow which had strayed the same
Night. The Valley where we entered it is a little over a Mile
wide; We passed several farms, at one of which we procured some
vegetables; Potatoes & onions 10 Cabbages 12 ~ to 25 per head &c.
As we descend the valley the Country improves in appearance.
Sunday October 30th - We encamped last night in the Vicinity of a
Saw Millon Mill Creek (Ashland) where there are many advantages
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for a settlement; the land is of good quality and nearly all
claimed under the donation law of Congress; Our intention was to
have remained in Camp to spend the Sabbath, but learning that there
would be preaching 4 Miles on our way, we proceeded on down the
Valley until we reached the encampment of our friends Gray & Royal
and learned that we were to late for preaching. We procured a sack
of flour of the relief train. We have been feasting ourselves on
Vegetables after being deprived of them for so long a time.
Monday October 31st - We continued our journey towards Jacksonville
this morning, designing to find a suitable place to graze our
cattle until we can find a shelter for our families; At noon we
stopped at Mr. Van Dyke's to graze our cattle and lunch; we then
proceeded 4 Miles across the prairie to Mr. Tucker's where we
encamped to look about for a location.
Tuesday November 1st 1853 - We remained in camp to day and
examined several claims offered for sale; we have not yet decided
on one; we shall probably have to build Cabins for our families.
Tomorrow I expect to go to Jacksonville to see if there is any
prospect of getting into business of any Kind that would suit me.
The prospect for the winter is rather gloomy; the nights are very
frosty and cold, the days however are pleasant.
Saturday November 5th - We have been to Jacksonville twice and
also examined a number of claims, from which however, we have made
no selection, as yet. We expect to look at some More Claims to
day, hoping soon to be "at homeR. At present we are occupying an
old Cabin belonging to Mr. Tucker, who has shown us much Kindness
in supplying us with vegetables from his garden &c.
Monday November 7th - Yesterday Afternoon I attended pUblic
Worship at the House of Mr. Hoxie on Stewarts (Bear) Creek and
heard a sermon by Mr. James Royal on Romans 6 & 23. "For the wages
of Sin is death &cR. There were about 40 persons present, who gave
exemplary attention to the truths of the Gospel. We expect to go
to see a Mill site to day in the Mountains, 2 ~ Miles from Mr.
Tucker's with a view of erecting a saw mill upon it, if there shall
be sufficient water. Mr. Larkin who is a practical Mill-wright
would be connected in the enterprise. I feel disheartened at the
gloomy prospect for the sustenance of my family this winter and as
I write, my mind recurs to the admonition "Have faith in God". I
trust all will yet be well, not with standing the forbidding aspect
of my position.
Note: The rainy season set in, in 1853 on the 9th of November. Dr.
McK. And myself contracted with Mr. Tucker and his partners for
three quarter section of land for the sum of Four thousand and five
hundred dollars; on which we paid down twelve hundred dollars and
the balance in payments with interest at 35 per Month; we also
contracted with them to plow and sow forty acres of wheat, for
which we were to pay ten dollars for wheat & ten dollars pr acre
for plowing. The season was so wet that less than half the number
of acres were sown and the yield next harvest after, scarcely
enough to pay expenses; after trying Farming a couple of years with
like results, and being unable to payoff our indebtedness on the
land, we gave it up to the former owners, losing all that we had
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paid as a forfeiter, besides improvements we had made amounting to
two thousand dollars including the amount first paid. I continued
to reside on the claim until I could secure the title under the
donation law and covey the land back to Mr. Tucker.

After struggling with difficulties until the summer of 1855,
I was elected County Auditor & Recorder and likewise Justice of the
Peace and have held various offices ever since and from that time
forward have been greatly prospered in my temporal matters.

After a lapse of.over ~leven years (when the note is written)
I have no regrets in having cast my lot in this Valley, but on the
contrary have much cause for thankfulness to a Kind and beneficient
Father who has graciously sustained me under my severest trails and
who has truly ·crowned my life with loving kindness and tender
Mercies" .

Jacksonville March 24th 1865 Wm Hoffman


